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EDITORIAL

Dr. Esther Lucas

Our ASPnet Report this year covers the triennial period: 2004 to 2006, with contributions from many of our member schools. The range of activities is wide. Coexistence, the environment, community involvement, Model United Nations, minorities, special education, literature, technology, art and more. All are described in the contributions we have received from schools all over the country. Most of the projects are ongoing; some have been in existence for several years, thus making a mark on generations of school students.

We have a new elementary school member whose principal, Carmela Goldglass was the initiator of a previous very successful project involving Jewish and Arab children and their parents. Carmela describes her new project between Shaked and Al Maged schools, and also writes of her meeting with other educators in Alexandria. 

Our two Arab Junior High Schools continue to be active, with a new report from Rashish J. H. working on an original project at the Schneider Children’s Hospital in conjunction with IBM.

Two special high schools Mevo’ot Hanegev in the south and Ramat Hefer in the centre of the country write of their ongoing projects preparing their students for life in the community, while Hayovel and MakifChet, two of our older member schools led by Aviva Shulman and Tammy Cohen are involved in the Israel Middle East Model United Nations described by one of their students, as well as in other innovative projects.

We also present reports from three teacher training colleges, Beit Berl pioneering in Human Rights, Kaye College in multicultural art education, and Gordon in their Multicultural Educational Resource Centre.

In addtion, our National Coordinator Yael Harel has contributed an article she has called The Meaning of Life, which is similar though shorter than that which appears in the UNESCO Book honouring 60 women activists of which Harel is one. Esther Lucas has written of her experiences in the world of the United Nations, and last but not least, we have included Recognition and Awards won by Yael, Aviva and Esther.

Thanks to all the contributors, and I hope you will enjoy reading their reports

Editor

President of Israel Aspnet

THE MEANING OF LIFE

Dr.Yael Harel

Nationl Coordinator, ASPnet Israel

On the 15th of March, 1988, I celebrated my 40th birthday on an Air France flight. I was returning from an English teachers’ conference in Chicago where I had presented the first findings of my PhD research study. Suddenly the sun rose over the Atlantic. Only people who have experienced a sunrise during a flight, know what a superb view it is. Now in retrospective, I can see the symbolic significance of that moment. It was a new dawn starting with ‘The Age of Wisdom’, according to Jewish tradition, as I had found the meaning of my life!
At the TESOL conference I had met Dr. Esther Lucas, the founder of ASPnet Israel, founded in 1963. Esther asked me to join the organization together with the Beit Berl Teacher Training College where I taught English literature and didactics. Upon my return to Israel, I approached Dr. Aaron Seidenberg, the President of Beit Berl, and he agreed to join ASPnet Israel. Ms Martine Zohar, a dear friend of mine who passed away eighteen years later, made an excellent suggestion. I am dedicating my work to her. Following her advice, I went to Mr. Raphi Talbi, the principal of Ben-Zvi junior high school in Kfar-Saba, where I sent my English trainee teachers, and asked him to let me initiate a coexistence project with an Arab junior high from a neighboring town. The principal of the partner school was Mr. Ghazi Yiraki who from the beginning was enthusiastic to cooperate.
My partner in this endeavor was Prof. Ouriel Zohar, a disciple of Peter Brook, the director of the Theatre International de Creations Artistiques in Paris. He is Manager of the Israeli Polytechnic University Theatre and expert in inter-cultural encounters through art. We cooperated in bringing the principals and their staff together by encouraging them to tell their personal stories. This was followed by transforming the stories into artistic creations such as short stories, video and cinema adaptations. We created incredible group cohesion and subsequently started planning the children’s encounters. It was not an easy process, as fear and prejudice prevailed on both sides. The first encounter was centered around arts and crafts and it was a great success. I started my journey together with the teachers and students and made the discovery of the humanity of the other people along with them. I cried with joy through the whole event. For me it was the beginning of a magnificent opera. The two schools have been twins ever since, reinventing themselves every year. The parents have joined the project, as have the two Mayors and the community members. I always visit them on celebrations and tears fill my eyes.
We have evaluated this project twice, once quantitatively and once qualitatively. My research partner is Mr. Yitzhak Gillat, psychologist and researcher. I studied Arabic and went to visit the English teachers in the Arab villages. I gave in-service training courses and learned more than I taught. I became acquainted with a new culture, acquired a new language and broadened my vision of humanity.

In 1993, I was sent to the 40th anniversary of ASPnet in Soest. I was overwhelmed by the encounter with representatives from all the nations of the world. The first day, I overslept and intended to slip into the plenary unobserved. When I entered the room, I realized, to my horror, that every representative had a special seat with the name of the country, the flag and a microphone and that everybody was sitting in alphabetical order. I had Hungary and Ireland on my left and Italy and Jordan on my right. Following this embarrassing incident, I made sure I always arrived on time! In Soest I felt like a citizen of the world for the first time. I put to good use the seven languages I speak. Making friends from every corner of the earth, I gained a global vision.

In 1996, I convened the First European National Coordinators Seminar and dedicated it to the ‘Study of Tolerance’. The idea of this meeting was conceived together with Ms Elizabeth Khawajkie, our International Coordinator, and Mr. Wolfgang Reuter, the convener of the 40th anniversary and the Deputy Secretary General of the German National Commission for UNESCO. About 30 National Coordinators from all over Europe and the Middle East attended this meeting. Dr. Sigrid Niedermayer, now the new International Coordinator of ASPnet, attended and helped me overcome my inexperience. All our Israeli ASPnet members helped out with the organization and proudly presented their projects before the audience. It was a time of brotherhood, harmony and love!

During the following three years, we took part in the German-Palestinian-Israeli project for students and teachers initiated by UNESCO Germany, headed by Dr. Traugott Schofthaler, Secretary General of the German National Commission for UNESCO. The first year the conference was held in Givat Haviva, Israel. The second took place in Nurenberg, Germany and the third in Beit Jalla, the Palestinian Authority. Our teachers and students will never forget these encounters. The bonds created on all levels were strong and deep. Mr. Jeehad Karashuli, the Palestinian Secretary General and Dr. David Harari, our Secretary General, unfortunately, both of blessed memory, became good friends and created a personal friendship with Dr. Schofthaler. Over the years, I came to the conclusion that nothing can strengthen multicultural relations and overcome barriers more than personal encounters.

In the decade 1993 to 2003, I attended a number of international encounters including the Second European National Coordinators in Toledo, Spain in 1999, the Third Conference of European N.C.’s in Oslo in 2001, the 2005 Fourth Conference in Luxembourg, two meetings in Austria and the Fiftieth Anniversary Conference in New Zealand. The most memorable encounter for me was the meeting of Outstanding National Coordinators (ONC’s) in Lisbon, Portugal in 1997. The distinction given to us by Federico Mayor and Elizabeth is something I will always cherish.  The conference was so harmonious and the atmosphere so inspiring, that I will remember it as a time of perfect happiness. I wish to add that the relationships established during these meetings have turned us into a big loving family. Let me stress, however, that conferences are hard work! I am responsible for the bureau, the rapporteur job, workshops, presentations, lectures and declarations. In addition I always volunteer to provide entertainment in the form of jokes, limericks, satirical songs and poems. Fun and laughter are always in abundance at these international encounters. The conferences and the projects are little ‘pieces of peace’. I like to think that in a small way they contribute to world peace.

ASPnet Israel grew to 25 educational institutions and the number of projects increased. Our Secretary General, Mr. Daniel Bar-Elli has a special place in his heart for us and grants us a generous annual budget to ‘oil’ the projects. Beit Berl College has given us an office and offered its services. On the walls of my office, I have hung up the preamble of the UNESCO Constitution, ‘Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed.’ It is written in English, French and Arabic. It is my belief that education is the solution to the ailments of the human mind that lead to hatred, racism and war.

 We publish a bi-annual report edited by our dear Honorary President, Dr. Esther Lucas, where the various projects are described. Whenever we hold a day of exhibition and presentations, everybody’s heart swells with pride and emotion. To mention just a few projects, the Model United Nations coordinated by Ms Aviva Shulman and attended by several ASPnet schools and Palestinian Authority, Jordan and European schools; the ‘Shaked’ school works with a twin elementary school from Tira on health projects and human rights. The coordinator is Ms Carmela Goldglas who also leads a group of 40 Principals of Jewish and Arab schools that work in full cooperation. I regard Carmela’s work in the Ministry of Education as the ‘multiplier effect’ of our work. ‘Bat Hefer’ school works with Ethiopian children, Jewish-Arab coexistence and ecology. The coordinator is Ms Dafna Stemper. ‘Kaye College’ has just held an international art exhibition, coordinated by Dr. Riva Levenchuk. They also do a wonderful job with Bedouins. Ms Liora Israeli from Gordon College has written a series of didactic manuals for Peace Education, ‘Footsteps in the Grass’, now used in Jewish and Arab schools all over Israel. There are many more projects and activists in the Jewish and the Arab sectors. Distinguished members in the Arab Sector include Ms Intissar Haj-Yehia and Ms Huria Ghazmauy and two very active principals Mr. Rhady Kassem and Mr. Ziad Majadali. 

I have discovered that life can be divided into a series of projects, the way Descartes suggested that a big problem could be solved by cutting it into manageable smaller problems. A project offers a sense of purpose, a clear goal, a sense of belonging and of competence. As mentioned before, it is peace realized, carrying with it the meaning of life.

In 2001 I had the honor to convene the second international conference in Beit Berl. It was dedicated to Multiculturalism in Teacher Training. Elizabeth attended together with 20 university Professors from Europe. It lasted two entire weeks since it counted for a semester towards an M.A. degree in Peace Education. I once had a dream of establishing a group of universities all over Europe that would offer a degree in Peace Education. This would enable teachers to travel and learn about cultures and conflicts together with methods of teaching Human Rights, Stereotypes, Conflict Resolution, Multicultural Skills and other relevant topics. In Austria, Prof. Wintersterner is running such a project right now. My ambition is to establish such a project on a larger scale and contribute to the creation of ‘UNESCO Teachers’ around the world. It was a great privilege that a group of experienced professors, all knowledgeable and skilled, signed up for the seminar. We had also prepared 25 Israeli lecturers, mainly from the college, who shed light on the issue of Multiculturalism from multiple angles. The encounter became a happening and a learning experience for all the participants. At the end of the day, nobody wanted to leave for dinner and the evening activities. The ardent discussions went on late into the night.
A Task Force was chosen consisting of representatives from Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Romania, France, Italy and Israel. We have kept in touch and they visited Israel on a later occasion. As a result of that seminar, we set up a UNESCO Chair for Multiculturalism in Teacher Training in Beit Berl College and I have the honour of being the Chair. We are currently planning the next conference for February 5-9, 2007. It will be dedicated to ‘Center, Periphery and Multiculturalism’. UNESCO Staff, ASPnet teachers, university and college Professors and students and UNESCO Chairs are invited.
If I try to reach some interim conclusions, from these eighteen years of activism (18 in Jewish numerology means ‘Chai’, i.e. ‘life’ or ‘alive’), I could say that volunteering for ASPnet and learning about Multiculturalism and Peace Education has enriched me with unforgettable experiences and deep insights. Prof. Yitzhak Schnell, Head of the Geography Department at Tel-Aviv University, reported on his research study of the correlation between cultural space and physical space in the different ethnic groups of Tel-Aviv. He reached the conclusion that in the traditional ethnic groups the two spaces coincide, but with modern people, university lecturers, hi-tech employees and artists, the reference group or the cultural space can be separate from the physical space. I am one of those people who reach out to friends over cyber space and travel to meet the international family across the sea. My journey around the globe and my encounter with extraordinary and dedicated people has been a total growth experience. Working with people of different cultures locally and globally has offered my soul access to infinite time and space. Researchers of Teachers’ Beliefs say that teachers feel empowered only if they have a sense of mission (Zeichner, 1993). In my personal case, that is true. Giving to UNESCO has given me the meaning of life. Therefore I will quote a dedicated veteran ASPnet Israel member, Aviva Shulman: ‘What you get from UNESCO, you cannot buy for money!’ It is a give-and-take situation when, on the one hand, the giver proves that one individual can move mountains if he/she is animated by a high ideal, and, on the other hand, that the ideal can remain distant for the time being, but the giver will definitely be fully transformed for the better and rewarded.
 I would like to thank you for the opportunity to retrospect and to introspect and share with you memories, impressions and thoughts emerging from almost two decades of activism with UNESCO. I want to recommend that the ‘elders’ share their insights from learning by engaging with the young activists in an established way. This would be a way of inspiring and training new volunteers in the service of the ideals of UNESCO. I have fond memories of eight days in 1999 when I accompanied Ms Elizabeth Khawajkie throughout Israel. I felt extremely enriched as if I had attended a Master Class. 

In conclusion I view ASPnet as a treasure, a field of research, a lab and practicum for teachers who want to contribute in Peace Education. I urge that it be given every support by UNESCO.

ALNAJAH JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
OUTLINE OF SCHOOL PROJECTS
Intissar Haj Yihye

1.
Nutrition and Health 
This is an interdisciplinary project that includes: science subjects, languages, maths, religion, and arts
Pupils prepare materials, organize, and teach other pupils. When they finish teaching they have a big happening with a variety of  activities .All the pupils are involved in these activities outside the classroom.
2.
Teaching for Values 
Another interdisciplinary project that works on international values.
Classes are named after a certain value that pupils choose. The children then write about these values, discuss them, and even draw values in art class.
3.
“Good Morning My School” 
This is an open stage for pupils to express themselves freely.
4. 
Sports Day 
Different sports activities take place on a special day, generally Students Day
5. 
Tolerance Day 
This is a special day for peace and tolerance
BAQA EL GHARBIA JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

"Anti-Violence Activities on Previous Of Drug Additional"

Horie Gazmauwi

More than 150 students and their teachers from Baqa Junior High School have participated in a variety of projects.

1. Violence

Two weeks were spent on a project encouraging children and young people, the adults of tomorrow, to debate and think about the negative effects of violence in our own lives, and to aspire towards and promote peace in our families, our communities and our countries.

Besides the teachers, parents, psychologists and sociologists were also involved.  The members of different small groups were introduced to each other and during the workshop were asked their reasons for choosing this topic, both positive and negative The facilitators moved from group to group making sure that the instructions had been understood.

At the end of the session, all the groups came together and reported on what their expectations had been and what they had hoped would happen in the encounter.

2. The Culture of Peace

Our children have been involved in an international flagship project to mark the International Year for the Culture of Peace, which may lead to friendship and other joint activities in the future.

3. Water Policy
Water is very important for life. We need water for many aspects of life, like drinking, cooking, washing, irrigating and industry. The goal must be educate persons how to use and re-use water economically.

We started the project to spread increased knowledge and understanding about water, worked on the it for four months. We we used many of our science, history, and English lessons for the project.

4. Drugs

Another topic of discussion was Drugs. Societies under the influence of drugs is one of the most serious problems posed by drug trafficking and illustrated by states that lack the ability or willingness to apply laws to crack down on the situation. It is a problem of governance.

HAYOVEL HIGH SCHOOL HERZLIYA

UNESCO REPORT


Aviva Shulman
These are some of the many activities carried out at Hayovel High School, Herzliya.
1. SEMINAR IN MARLE, GERMANY AND LA BEGUDE, FRANCE 
   In August, 2005, two of our students, Tom Zarfaty and Suf Barzam, flew to Marle and met students from Germany, France, Hungary, Turkey and China. They then all traveled together by bus to La Begude in France where they spent ten days at a seminar getting to know each other with the purpose of international understanding. The seminar included discussions, workshops and trips which were a great success. Here is the letter of thanks I received from the two students July 18-31,2005.
We would like to thank you for organizing this exchange and enabling us to have this wonderful experience - a trip to Germany and France that will never be forgotten. 
The seminar taught us a lot about France, Germany, Hungary, Turkey and China through meeting and spending time with students from these countries. We now realize even more how important it is for young people today to meet, share experiences and opinions and get to know each other. This seminar gave us the opportunity to do these things. We hope that the other students learnt about Israel and Israelis as much as we learnt about them and their countries.
 
Without a doubt, the seminar was a great way to learn about different cultures, talk about our own country, meet other youth our age and see parts of Germany and France that we have never seen before. We made friends and forged bonds with young people from other countries and hope to have the chance to host them in Herzliya one day.    We would especially like to say how much we appreciated the chance to participate in this outstanding program and hope that others will be able to benefit from it in the future. 
  
Sincerely, 
Tom Zarfaty & Suf Barzam
2) MONDIALOGO SCHOOL CONTEST 2005/2006 
   Team number 599))  A Partnership initiated by DaimlerChrysler and UNESCO
This was an exciting intercultural experience. Together with my students, we cooperated with a team from another part of the world and conducted an intercultural dialogue, sharing thoughts, comparing ideas and creating new bonds along the way. We received a Mondialogo SchoolKit, providing practical information about the contest, i.e., the assignment, guidelines and activities. This exchange with a partner team in another country and the practice of intercultural dialogue has a positive impact on the students in how they view students from another country and a culture different from their own.
We warmly welcome you and your team HAYOVEL to the Mondialogo School Contest 2005/2006! Your partner team is : Instituto san josé de Calasanz, Juana azurduy 201, 1688 V. tesei - hurlingham. Argentina.  Supervising teacher:  Mr Marcelo López birra . Team number: 599  We wish you a satisfying and successful experience with this intercultural dialogue and our Mondialogo partnership. Best regards ,Your Mondialogo Team 
3) THE ISRAEL MIDDLE EAST MODEL UNITED NATIONS

HAYOVEL  High School has participated in the TIMEMUN for the last 6 years. 
In 2003/4 we represented USA, in 2004/5 we represented Iran and in 2005/6 we represented DPRK. In 2006/7 we will be representing Jordan. 

 THE DIPLOMATS OF TOMORROW

[image: image1.wmf]
300 students from schools all over the country and from the  Palestinian Authority
participated in the annual TIMEMUN for the 6th time attempting to find solutions for regional disputes and world problems.
What does a delegate do at the Model United Nations Project?
Before the conference, delegates thoroughly research their country's background and general perspective, as well as its specific policies on the topics they will be debating within their respective committees. For example, if a delegate is representing a country on the Disarmament Commission, he/she should find out about the country's history and current political, social, and economic situation, and what its past record has been on the issues to be discussed in the Disarmament Commission. What relevant treaties has it signed? What is it doing about the issue already? What does it plan to do? Is the issue a particularly important one for the country, or for one of its enemies or allies?

Delegates then write a Policy Statement on their country's position on the topics. This is presented in the form of a short speech by every delegate in front of his Commission. Once the delegates have a clear understanding of their nation's position, they formulate a plan of action for solving each issue. This solution can be the country's official proposed solution, or an original idea (keeping within the nation's policies), or a combination of both. This "plan of action" is calleda resolution, and must be written according to a certain format. Delegates begin 

Writing Resolutions 

At TIMEMUN, delegates are expected to have prepared resolutions on one or more topics within their committee, and to be well-informed on the other issues as well.
4) GROWING UP IN ISRAEL – Essay Contest
 In 2004, we took part in the ESSAY CONTEST called Growing Up in Israel to let students all over the world know how Israeli teenagers feel about  their life in Israel. We won three prizes.
	First Prize
	Mia Schneidman
	Hayovel High School, Herzliya    11th Grade
Teacher:  Aviva Shulman

	Runners Up
	Rotem Peer
Shifra Shomron
	Hayovel High School, Herzliya    12th Grade Teacher:

 Aviva Shulman

Ulpana Neve Dekalim

	Honourable
Mentions
	Ela Oren

Miri Maze
Raz  Tzameret
	Hayovel High School, Herzliya    11th Grade
Teacher: Aviva Shulman
Amal Bet High School
Yarden, Maale Efraim


Thousands of students from around the world have visited the "Growing Up In Israel" site reading essays written Israeli high school students, sharing their thoughts and feelings. 


MEKIFCHET HIGH SCHOOL RISHON LEZION

THE ISRAEL MIDDLE EAST MODEL UNITED NATIONS, TIMEMUN
 Tammy Cohen

The Israel Middle East Model United Nations is a conference, held once a year at the American International School (AIS) in Kfar Shmariyahu, where delegations from schools around Israel and the world represent countries and non-profit organizations in a three day simulation of the UN. MakifChet has participated in these events for 4 years. Last year, we sent students representing two countries, Syria and Tanzania, two non-Profit Organizations, WHO and Green Peace and a member of the 8th Committee, a Committee unique to TIMEMUN that discusses the Israeli-Arab conflict.
The delegates prepare for the conference by researching their assigned countries and organizations in general, and their countries’ policies on the particular issues their respected committees would discuss at the conference.
During the conference, each committee tries to reach sensible solutions for the issues discussed in the form of a resolution, written according to the strict format of authentic UN resolutions. The delegates present their policies and discuss possible solutions during debate time, and resolutions that pass voting in the individual committees are discussed in the General Assembly, which all delegates attend.
The MUN has a lot more to offer than hard work and eager debates. The students who participate have a great time in the process. After a long day of hard-core debates, a dinner and dance was arranged for all the delegates, chairs, executives and advisors to attend and enjoy.
This year’s conference was rewarding and a wonderful social and educational opportunity. Our students got to meet new people, Israelis and Israeli-Arabs, people who speak different languages and come from different backgrounds. Once again, we proved that Teenagers can run the world!
MEKIF-HET RISHON LE-ZION

MUN STUDENTS VISIT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY

Aviv Rassin, 11th Grade, 

It was winter, but the sun shone above us. We were fifteen students on our way in a minibus to the Foreign Ministry in Jerusalem. Our trip was arranged as part of our Model UN experience, with a set goal – to learn more about the UN in general, and Tanzania, Syria, the WHO and Green Peace (our assigned tasks and delegations) in particular. Ms Racheli Shani, vice-spokesmen of the Foreign Ministry, who was recently appointed Israel’s Consul in Australia, was kind enough to welcome us and show us around.
Walking into the Foreign Ministry’s lobby, we were filled with awe and admiration. I was struck with a sense of importance, tidying up my tie and cuffs and showing off with my “Guest” card, given to me by the security guard.
The first session we had was about the actual UN, a little about how it is run and what it does. We hurried off to our next session, where we were divided into three groups, according to our assignments in this year’s forthcoming MUN conference. One group went to a lecture about Syria and how it is represented in the United Nations, given to them by an expert in matters of Syria and Israel’s foreign affairs.  The second group joined an expert in matters of Africa for the Foreign Ministry for a lecture on Tanzania. The third group, which in fact included two students, went to a lecture on the World Health Organization (WHO) and its actions for the worldwide community.
After hearing these intriguing and educating lectures, we happened to run into the Chinese Ambassador to Israel in the corridor. We also met and talked with the CEO of the Foreign Ministry and had our photo taken with him. In addition, we got a chance to talk to the Political Reporter for Ma’ariv. We even had lunch in the employees’ Cafeteria.
With this overwhelming sense of intrigue and eminence, we were taken to the “war and security crisis room” that is hidden underground somewhere, but that’s all I can tell you (it’s top secret!).
We would like to thank Neta Zelinger, Tammy Cohen and Racheli Shani, who made this whole trip possible. 
MEVO’OT HANEGEV – HSE SCHOOL, KIBBUTZ SHOVAL

HUMANISTIC SOCIO-ENVIRONMENT SCHOOLING

Nomie le Guennec

The Project 

Pupils meet once a week, instead of studying. The fact that this project has been running for many years and the high commitment of the students are good indicators for achieving the goals of the program.

Our experimental and research school is building an active learning program on the modal of active citizenship. Our vision involves crossing the bridges between the life of the pupil at school and the life of the pupil in the real world outside school – in the neighborhood, in the state and in the world. 

The following are two example programs:
Young leadership course at the Dudaim Site.
The Dudaim Site as it is known, is a regional site under the Regional Council of Bnei Shimon, for collecting and processing garbage. The site processes garbage under instructions from the Environment Ministry in an effort to recycle the majority of the garbage.

The factory on the site receives many requests for educational tours of the site from different bodies. As a result, a leadership course was arranged on 28-29.2. 06, to train group leaders on this site. 10 pupils from the 11th and 12th grades were invited from our school. The pupils took part in preparing lectures about the site and examined ways of preserving the environment.
We arranged a tour of the recycling area, where we mainly learned about the preservation of the environment and generating electricity from garbage and other kinds of recycled materials. They then learned different styles of teaching to a group of different ages and types.
The pupils received shirts and the school received an information file (kept in the library). Those pupils who participated in the course will be invited to guide during the year or during the holidays.
Submitted by Miriam Gov-Ari
Involvement and Contribution to the Community 

Beit Gilad Community Learning Project
The aim of the project – 
Meeting between school youth and the adult population of the council around the use of the computer and the stories of senior citizens. This work is in conjunction and cooperation with the Home for the Elderly Beit Gilad in Mevo’ot Ha-Negev.

First Stage 
After selection and suitable preparation, the pupils teach the basics of the WORD program
to participants  from the council twice a week for three to four weeks in the computer room at school. The meetings are conducted according to the learning program structured and known in advance.
Second Stage

Senior participants of the project write a text around one of the following subjects according to their choice: Their life story, Tales about places, Immigration stories or any other story.

The students of Mevo’ot Ha-Negev help in the editing and production of a booklet given to every participant in the project.
shovam4@zahav.net.il
Local Council Emek Hefer
www.ramot-hefer.org.il
RAMOT HEFER

COEXISTENCE PROJECTS 
Dafne Shtemper
A Ramot Hefer is an experimental, comprehensive educational institute situated in KibbutzMa’abarot. The school was established in 1945. There are 900 students who represent a typical cross-section of Israeli society, socially and socio-economically. The school constitutes a fusion of teenagers from various settlements, Kibbutzim, villages, and suburban communities. Integration between the different kinds of students is manifested through the school’s unique curriculum, and also through the many social projects it initiates. Ramot-Hefer School has been awarded a special award by the Israeli Ministry of Education. 

Studying at the school is done in small groups. Students have ongoing and independent access to various sources of information. They write papers in groups and prepare creative works. Findings that students discover through research are then taught by the students themselves to classmates and parents. Students are tested orally on subjects they study. This studying method encourages creativity, independence, initiation, and originality among students. Moreover, it improves their ability to study in groups and to learn independently. The students’ high grades on the final exams are evidence of the efficiency of this method, and of the students’ satisfaction with it.  
In addition to the high level of study, the school is also known as a leading institution for coexistence and for peace education, thanks to the Regional Centre for Peace, which functions within the school to promote good relations between Arab and Jewish teenagers. 
The Book Project
Participants
1 Nili Kaplan’s 7th grade class, Ramot Hefer
2. English and Arabic teachers, Ramot Hefer
3. Ilana Milstein, pedagogical tutor
4. Alon Fergman, pedagogical tutor  
5. Beit Berl students
 Project Overview 
1. Experience of and learning of writing processes by students, for their future in other school courses and activities.
2. Use of characteristics found in creative dialogue (team work, end product), as outlined in the following activities:

1. Writing of any kind of text. 
2. Strengthening the students’ proficiency. Interdisciplinary guidance involving socio-cultural aspects. 
3. Two socio-cultural meetings of the two participating classes. 
4. Meeting 1: Mutual work over the Internet, in the computer lab of Ramot Hefer. Meeting 2: Social event. 
5. Issuing end-products. 
6. Varying the learning material for use in next year’s programs. 
Project Details 
Comics
Collection of short stories 
 Activities
· Meeting with an author and an illustrator: The author will enrich the students’ understanding of the text; the illustrator will enrich the students’ understanding of the connection between text and illustration.
· Grammar discussion: Discussion with a grammar teacher, on the theme 
· Product Planning: Books will be bound and printed, or shown as on-line computer presentations.
Project Criteria

1. Work in groups of 3 students.
2. Stories should have meaningful content, a logical sequence, and a reasonable ending.
. The length of the book must be from 5-10 pages. 
Students must prepare several drafts of the book before the book is finalized.
Students must work on the book according to the schedule (final book due 06.06.06)
Meetings 07.05.06 and 21.03.06. 
The content should be suitable for ages 10-13.
The work should be aesthetic, colorful, and include illustrations. 
Final presentations will be included in an exhibit at Beit Berl College. 
Peace Camp in Austria

During the summer vacation, nine students of Ramot Hefer joined four 10th grade students from Kalansawa for ten days of Peace Camp that took place in Austria. Nine Austrian students and seven Slovenian students, also participated in the camp. Two months prior to the start of the camp session, our delegates prepared. Every Friday, we met at Nili Gros’ house, and there discussed the issue of identity. The meetings were fascinating, and in addition to discussing serious matters, we also enjoyed each other’s company. 
On July 6th, the moment we’d all been waiting for finally arrived, and we flew to Austria to meet the other participants with whom we’d become acquainted over the Internet. We stayed in a castle by the mountains; the view was spectacular. During our stay, we made beautiful friendships. The days we spent together were delightful. We solved conflicts with the help of Ehud, the psychologist. We had art workshops and sports activities. The Austrans took us to visit their schools, we visited a beautiful and unique cave and we went for a fun day on the lake where our hosts spent their vacation.   
For fun, we had boat races, and in the evening we visited a small town where we watched a special show and did some shopping. There was a barbeque and lots of traditional food. On the last day, we traveled to the airport where we said goodbye to the Austrians and to the Slovenians. The separation was hard and full of tears. We returned home with a feeling of wanting more. Ours was a unique adventure and we all were very happy to take part in the experience. Now, we hope that our new friends will visit us in Israel.  The participants in this projects were Sonya, Leehe, Koral, Keren Eden, Shaul, Uri, Daniel, Chen and Ami.

Ethiopian Students

The school has an obligation to absorb new immigrants from Ethiopia into the school community, and it gives assistance and support to these. Today, 46 students from Ethiopia study at the school; 36 of them reside at the boarding school. This group is called the “Alon” group.  Some of the students in Alon left their parents in Ethiopia when they came to Israel; some of them come from broken or dysfunctional families.  Most of the Ethiopian students come from underprivileged, problematic family situations. Thus the school is not only an educational institution for these students, it is their home.   
Ethiopian students are considered as “students at risk”. Their recent immigration to Israel and their attempts to integrate into a new society constitute a great burden on them, with which they are not always capable of dealing, especially when their parents are not with them. Consequently, they suffer from a sense of isolation, lack of self-confidence, and low self-esteem. The difficulties of these adolescents in coping with problems of integration into a new society often cause them to be confused and even depression. In this critical stage of their lives, these adolescents need an appropriate institute that can help them solve problems, since without such an institution, they would never be able to successfully integrate into the Israeli society. 
The school initiates various kinds of projects in order to promote the Ethiopian teenagers’ integration into Israeli society, promoting coexistence, and developing the abilities and the skills of these students. The following is a list of projects:
Promoting the absorption of Ethiopian adolescents
Ramot Hefer’s teaching staff has built a program to assist students in breaking the circle of distress. So far the program has been successful. It is constantly developing and improving, in order to assure that the students’ progress continues and to prevent the students from returning to social isolation.  The aims of the projects are also to develop student self-confidence, improve their economic situations, promote study, and encourage them to solve mutual problems with other Ethiopian friends. The project has many components, which are combined together in order to give an encompassing answer to many physical, educational, social and psychological needs.    

Extra lessons for the Ethiopian students

The Ethiopian students at the school have many learning gaps. The language barrier and other difficulties increase these gaps and demand intensive assistance on a daily basis, after regular school hours. The teaching staff of Ramot Hefer gives the Ethiopian students assistance in their studies for two hours each day, in order to hekp them succeed in the matriculation (Bagrut) exams 

Enrichment Classes

The Ethiopian students have never participated in any enrichment class of any kind prior to their attendance at Ramot Hefer. In Ramot Hefer they take part in a variety of enrichment classes as part of groups and as individuals. Classes such as football, aerobics, sports activities, gymnastics, extreme sports, arts and crafts, fine arts, theatre, art therapy, music, and singing, are offered. 

Summer Camp

During the summer vacation, when there are no formal studies, many of the Ethiopian adolescents who cannot stay with their parents are left with nothing to do. During this period they often feel lonely and miss their old and familiar surroundings. In order to protect these students and to support them during the summer, we plan to operate a summer camp. This camp will enable them to take part in positive activities in the summer. The camp will also be a pleasant social frame, in which these students will not feel different and detached as they might feel otherwise.  The summer camp will last for a month and will serve 30 students who live in the dormitory. The activities will include workshops on various topics, enrichment classes, lessons, excursions, fun-days, and much more.  

Professional Support with therapy 

Ethiopian teenagers will meet social workers and therapists. The meetings will be for groups or individuals. During the meetings, the students will be provided with psychological support. Social workers will be in contact with the teachers in the school, and will represent the Ethiopian teenagers with the local authorities when necessary.  

Acquiring working tools and practical skills for the students’ professional future.

The Radio Broadcast Center program prepares Ethiopian students so they can broadcast on local radio. This presents them with an opportunity to take part in a community radio program which will be broadcast 6 days each week. (12 hours each day and 6 hours on Friday, in Amaharic and Hebrew. 

Video center and film editing 

This program enables Ethiopian students to better understand the world of media and electronic communications. At this center they learn how to prepare TV reports and make journalistic inquiries. They also learn the following subjects: filming, scriptwriting, and film editing. There are also workshops especially for Ethiopian teenagers which focus on producing programs for the Ethiopian audiences who speak Amaharic. 

Adult Program 

The teaching staff knows from experience that students who study at boarding school, after graduation still need continuing guidance in order to succeed in military service, in furthering their studies, or finding a job. The adult program is created to help them enjoy a successful transition from adolescence to independence, by assisting them through various programs.    
Projects for promoting formalism, peace and coexistence 

Project of culture and origins
This project includes meetings between Jewish and Arabic teenagers in which they study Islamic and Jewish cultures in an enjoyable and experimental way.  
A Jewish and Arab project for improving the environment

This project unites Arab and Jewish teenagers in coping with regional and environmental problems. The project reduces prejudice and stereotypes while emphasizing similarities between the two groups. The participants do mutual work connected with the environment and the pollution of Alexander River.  
Racism and where it can lead

The project includes meetings between Arab and Jewish teenagers on the topic of racism. The focus is on the Holocaust. The meetings take place in Beit Terezin in Givat Haim. 

Studying Arabic to know each other with respect for different traditions 
In the 9th grade there is a workshop for learning spoken Arabic, as preparation for the Arabic studies that are compulsory in 10th grade. The study is conducted in small groups under the guidance of Arab students from Beit- Berl College. Meetings will also be held in Kalansawa and will emphasize both religions’ holidays (Yom-Kippur and Ramadan) which have mutual characteristics. The meetings will be documented in a film, which will serve as material for teaching of culture and tradition. 
Continuation of a project started in 2003 at Nir School of the Heart

The continued cooperation between “Ramot Hefer and “Iben Sena” with “Nir School,” upholds a goal of encouraging as many people as possible from the first two schools to create a new group of participants. 
The project includes four meetings abroad of students from the Middle East (Israeli, Jordanian, Egyptian, and Palestinian) twice during the 10th grade and twice during the 11th grade, in the field of cardiology. This program is initiated and financed by the Medinol company.  
NirSchool of the Heart
The participants in this project are 10th and 11th grades students from Ramot Hefer, and junior-high and high school students from Kalansawa.  A delegation of students from both schools will have meetings in Mediterranean countries.

Excellence in science and technology

A  journey to Poland – a land of origin

Origins and future - a program in Judaiic education, citizenship education, Zionism and the environment. 

Ramot Hefer has received the prestigious education award of the Israeli Education Ministry, as well as awards from the Teachers' organizations, with special emphasis on coexistence.
Alon-fr@013.net.il

kaploom@matav.net.il

areegshreef@yahoo.com
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RASHISH JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

“CHILDREN FOR CHILDREN”

IN CO-OPERATION WITH SCHNEIDER HOSPITAL AND I.B.M
Anat Liss
School Principal Israel Gilboa
Target Population:  24 7th and 8th graders from gifted and regular classes create computerized programs for hospitalized children in Schneider hospital.
Rationale
Cherishing the value of giving.
I.B.M Company has been a role model for Rashish Junior high school pupils, as a company that has declared their support for society.  It reinforces in our pupils the value of giving by teaching them to create interactive computerized programs for hospitalized children in the nearby  Schneider hospital in Petach Tikva. The pupils have meetings at I.B.M once every two weeks.
The computerized programs are donated to Schneider Hospital, and the pupils who create the programs continue to volunteer in the hospital. They help implementing the programs and in addition, they assist in the different hospital wards.  
Project Aims 
1. I.B.M training staff teaches Rashish J.H pupils basic knowledge and practical skills in developing interactive contents through Multimedia. 
2. Rashish J.H pupils donate the products they create to the community of 
hospitalized children in Schneider Hospital. These children are absent from their traditional study environment.             
Objectives     
1. To form a group of pupils from Rashish J.H
2. To organize a training course at I.B.M twice a week. (3 hours each week)
3. To create approximately 12 programs in different materials/ other subjects, based on identified needs in the hospital.  
4. To donate the programs to Schneider Hospital.
Rashish J.H pupils will tutor and help with computerized subjects in computer labs in the different hospital wards.
Predicated Objectives
To create approximately 12 programs in different study materials/ other subjects and implement the tutoring/ volunteering of Rashish J.H pupils at Schneider Hospital.
Methods of implementing the project and schedule:
1. Afternoon meetings every two weeks 5p.m to 8p.m 
2. The meetings take place at the I. B.M teaching and authorization center, in a new equipped teaching classroom.
Address: I.B.M 94 Em Amoshavot St. Kiryat Arye Petach Tikva.
3. Transport is parents’ responsibility. 
Objectives 
1. The course will expose the learner to the world of e- learning and to its general principals of methodological development for a course based on progressed learning solutions.
2. The learner will acquire basic skills of a variety of graphic tools programming and editing contents. 
3. The learner will acquire basic knowledge in developing languages of multimedia programs. 
4.The learner will carry out a practical project, which will reflect integration of all studied material. The course subjects will be taken from the children’s school context and will be chosen by the participants of the course. Course outcomes are interactive multimedia programs for installing on the network. 
5. The learner will study”

* Basic concepts in e- learning

* Basic principles in a developing program. Interactive content- planning designing and implementing.
* Planning- inquiring, solving, defining aims.
* Designing- writing a screenplay, designing graphic interface. (GUI)
* Implementing- basic knowledge of a variety of programming tools. 
Studying process
Frontal lectures and practical work before the project 
During the course, the children will visit Schneider hospital in order to inspect the environment and to meet their target population and its reaction to their products.  

rashish@ rashish.co.il
SHAKED AND EL MAGED, RAANANA AND TIRA
COEXISTENCE EDUCATION


Two elementary schools, Israeli Jews and Arabs Working Together:
Educators, Students, Parents, Communities


Carmela Goldglass

Contents
· Getting to know each other: Culture and Tradition 

· Values and Principles of Democracy.

· Human and Civil Rights  

· Joint teams of teachers writing materials and dealing with chosen values and principles in class

· Principles of Democratic Culture  

· Majority & Minority Groups

· Prejudices and Stereotypes

· Israeli Arabs

· Jewish Culture

· Arab Culture

Democracy Through Active Learning and Encounters  

· Classes from Raanana and Tira, fifth and sixth graders, meet several times over a period of two years.

· The sessions are based on acquaintance activities and shattering stereotypes

Description of the Project in Stages

1. Principals and Teachers committed to a joint vision of Living Together

The Principals’ commitment to coexistence education both in their schools and in the, principals’ regional forum

· Jews and Arabs

· The teachers get to know each other and create an educational foundation.

   2. Students’ Encounters: Getting to Know Each Other

Preparation of Students for the encounters-Theoretical concepts.

· Students committee encounters.

· Class encounters

· Entire age group encounters

3. Parents Involvement

· Parents of both schools gather for joint sessions
Groups of parents meet to discuss coexistence education steps of the

     two schools.

· Parents join each other to celebrate holidays together and get to know each other’s habits and traditions.

4. The two mayors, inspectors of the Ministry of Education, and communities also work with us

What We Do

· Sessions and workshops in the classroom

· Schools staffs & parents work together

· Mutual visits between students and parents.

· Outdoor activities.

· Sports tournaments 

· Promote coexistence in seminars and competitions.

Dream of Establishing a Normal Way of Living
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LAUNCHING EVENT OF THE 

EURO-MED SCHOOLS PROGRAMME ON CULTURAL DIVERSITY
Carmela Goldglass

I represented the ASP net at the Launching Event of the Euro-Med Schools Programme on Cultural Diversity in Alexandria, Egypt, between 22nd and 24th September 2005
There were representatives from 37 countries who were exposed to the priorities within the Anna Lindt Foundation’s three years programme for the Euro Med schools programme. 
Discussion involved:

Priorites
Produce magazines, yearbooks, articles etc. through school twinning teams involving at least two schools from EU Member States and two schools from Mediterranean partner countries 

Thematic focus 
Cultural diversity/Heritage and Sustainable Development.
Suggested partners for implementation 
Media partners, the Mediterranean Programme of the International Federation of Journalists and other concerned institutions.
Topics which the projects could cover

Dialogue between Cultures in the Classroom 
Sustainable Development 
Human Rights and Democracy:
The meetings took place in the beautiful library of Alexandria. Hospitality was fantastic. People got very close and discussed possible projects. Both the formal and informal discussions were very interesting and the whole stay was a great experience.
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 GORDON COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMS 
Dr. Rhonda Sofer
Multicultural Educational Resource Center

Gordon College of Education is a teacher training college located in the multicultural city of Haifa and accredited to bestow the Bachelor of Education Degree and a Master of Education Degree. Since it was established in 1953, Gordon College has accredited thousands of Israeli teachers from various religious and ethnic groups.  In 1997, Gordon College established the Multicultural Educational Resource Center (MERC), whose aim is to promote pluralistic values based on mutual respect and understanding and enhance attitudes of tolerance and co-existence among different cultural, ethnic, religious and secular groups in Israel.  Its multicultural educational programs are many, and range from workshops and courses for students of education and in-service educators, developing learning materials and implementing them in Israeli schools, encouraging research and organizing conferences on this topic.  MERC's programs have been supported by The UJA Federation of New York as well as other foundations such as The Rashi-Sacta Foundation, The Abraham Fund, The Haifa-Boston Connection, The Jewish Family and Child Services and The Ministry of Education.
A special community project of Gordon College's MERC has been a program that implements tolerance educational programs in Israeli schools.  The core program in the project is Footsteps in the Grass- Education towards Tolerance in a Heterogenic and Multicultural Society, developed by Liora Israeli, a member of Gordon College staff.  This program is aimed at 3rd to 5th grade and has been approved and recommended by the Ministry of Education. In Footsteps in the Grass, students study social issues relevant to their age group, in a safe zone, through the fascinating world of animals.  The program supplies the teachers with basic tools for education towards tolerance while developing the students’ emotional intelligence, critical thinking, and by teaching them empathic communication skills.  Very carefully, through their teacher's trained guidance, students translate their insights about the allegorical world of animals into the here and now reality of Israeli society.  This occurs in a gradual, "step by step" program that creates a supportive and warm atmosphere in the classrooms.  Teachers have reported how once the children begin to go through the processes involved in the program, they begin to feel more and more safe and comfortable in their class and in their school, whether they be new immigrants, new students or children with special needs.  All students in the classroom gain tools to accept "other" students who may be different from them.
Two principals, Ms. Sosi Idan and Mr. Bsam Hier of two schools, one Jewish and the other Arab, who have been participating in this project, have begun organizing over the last two years, inter-school meetings between their fifth and sixth graders.  These cultural activities between Jewish and Arab children, their teachers and some of their parents have been very rewarding for the participants. The children report that the interaction between the two schools was most helpful in breaking stereotypes, in establishing friendships and in giving them hope about the future of Israeli Jewish and Arab relations. 
In order to try and reach more Arabic speaking schools of Israel, Gordon College in partnership with Reichgold Publishers and UNESCO, has translated Footsteps in the Grass- Education into Arabic.  We hope that this will enable Hebrew speaking schools and Arabic speaking schools to form partnerships and have inter-cultural interaction based on the principles and values which are presented in Footsteps in the Grass- Education .  

The various programs of MERC were evaluated by the UJA Federation of NY in 2003.  One of their conclusions was that these tolerance educational programs should be modeled by other teaching colleges and our community program of Footsteps in the Grass should be integrated into the National School Systems of Israel.  
Another one of  MERC's programs was creating multicultural exhibitions during the Holiday Season (from September through January 2004).  These multicultural exhibitions are accompanied by interactive learning materials which encourage the students to learn about other cultures and religions. Liora Israeli, assisted by other members of Gordon's staff and students, created the exhibition, "Holiday of Lights" in which the special Holidays of the Jews, Moslems, Druze and Christians, relate to the meaning of light.  Students of Gordon College and guests who visited the exhibition remarked how this special display, enlightened them on the Holidays of different religious groups during this season.
These are just some examples of Gordon College's Multicultural Educational Programs which are organized through MERC.  Some of our other programs include:
· a specialization trend in Teaching in a Multicultural Society which offers 12-14 different courses each year on various topics of multicultural education;  

·  a joint program called "Dialogue between Secular and Jewish students of education" with the Religious Teacher's  Sha'anan College of Haifa;  

· multicultural educational learning trips each year which teach about the different religions, populations and settlements in Israel;

· sending a team of special educators to the Ukraine to help their teachers develop methods for working with children with special needs,

· Creating a multicultural exhibition on dolls from our past which was also shown at Beit Berl College and can now be seen in an interactive exhibition on our website (address below)

For more information, about MERC and its activities, please visit our website at www.gordon.ac.il or write to Dr. Rhonda Sofer, Head of MERC at merc@gordon.ac.il .

Gordon College of Education runs various programs which support the mission goals of the UNESCO SCHOOLS in Israel.  We believe that our programs have made a contribution to furthering pluralistic values and approaches in teacher training.   We strongly believe in the importance of training teachers in contributing to Israeli society as a whole. 
Below is a summary of some of our 2005-6 programs.
1. Specialization Trend in Teaching in a Multicultural Society.  Around 20 semester or year courses were offered in this Specialization Trend which focuses on different topics of multicultural education, ranging from Teaching in a Multicultural Classroom to more general courses in Ethnic and Minority Groups, or Life Cycle of Women in the Middle East, or Inter-Cultural Communications.  Over 670 students of education completed these courses during the 2005-6 academic year.
2. Educational Field Trips on the topic of Multicultural Education.  There were 10 educational field trips to different parts of Israel in which 300 students of education learned about the different ethnic and minority groups who live in these areas.  
3. Community Programs: Educating towards Tolerance in Israeli Elementary Schools. Footsteps in the Grass (by Liora Israeli) is our main educational program which we implement in Israeli elementary schools in northern Israel.  This year 6 schools participated in the program in which around 1,000 children benefited.
4. Translation of Footsteps in the Grass into Arabic completed. This program was partially supported by UNESCO schools in Israel.  In addition the UJA Federation of New York, Gordon College of Education, and Reichgold Books were partners in this important mission.
5. Chug Gordon, a program for gifted elementary children in Northern Israel.  The gifted children come to Gordon College one afternoon a week for 4 hours and attend 2 different workshops each semester.  This year, Chug Gordon had 330 children from different ethnic and minority groups participate in the program. The social impact of chug Gordon is that these children from different ethnic and religious groups in Israel have had the opportunity to get to study and meet other children from other groups as individuals and develop new relationships over the year.
6. Dialogue between Secular and Religious Students of Education. Two classes, one from Gordon and one from Sha'anan College met on intensive study days for a total of 30 hours during the year. Thirty-three students participated in this course.  In addition to the workshops they experienced together, they shared a Shabbat together where they had the opportunity of exploring important Secular and Religious Issues which affect their lives here in Israel.
Email:  sofersr@netvision.net.il
Beit Berl College Report
Dr. Yael Harel

Human Rights Day

A new tradition was born in Beit Berl College: celebrating the International Day of Human Rights. The main organizers this year were Professor Silvia Bijaoui and Dr. Sigal Raphael-Galanti from the Social Sciences Department and the Unit of the Studies of Democracy. Our Chair of Multiculturalism in Teacher Training is partner in this celebration.

This is the second year that we have celebrated Human Rights Day by holding a study day around the 10th of December. The subject this year was ‘Religion and Democracy and whatever is between them’. We heard an informative lecture on Democracy and religion in democratic countries, such as the American, German and French models, given by Dr. Benny Neuberger. We received important information about Democracy in Islam from Professor Lutfi Mantzur, Head of the Academic Institute for Arab Teacher Training at Beit Berl College, and an eye opening presentation of the status of women around the Arab world given by Dr. Zoref. Dr. Batia Siebziener spoke about the Shas party of ultra orthodox oriental Israelis and their political status. She has just published a book on this topic.

The highlight of the day was a documentary filmed and presented by Professor Yael Katzir on the Wailing Wall Women. It took her 4 years to follow the story of the tribulations of a group of Reform women struggling for their right to by from the Torah near the Wailing Wall which is controlled entirely by orthodox Jewry. Her documentary, which is only at the rough cut stage, opened an entirely new world before us and raised some very disturbing questions.
The discussions that ensued were at times enflamed and highly emotional and the feeling was one of total intellectual satisfaction.
UNESCO Conference on Globalization 

The next event coming up in Beit Berl College is the International UNESCO Conference on The Effects of Globalization on Center, Periphery and Multiculturalism. We are expecting 20 guests from Europe and many participants from Israeli academia. We already have scheduled a Roundtable for UNESCO Chair Holders in Israel (10 chairs, two inactive), a session on Civil Society, on rising democracies in the Far East, Community Law Enforcement and workshops and project presentations of ASPnet Israel and several UNESCO exhibitions. 
The Conference will take place at Beit Berl College, from February 5 to 8, 2007. 
You are welcome!!!

KAYE ACADEMIC COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, BEERSHEVA
MULTI-CULTURALISM AND COEXISTENCE
Dr. Riva Levenchuk
Head of Foreign Affairs Department
Kaye Academic College of Education in Beersheva serves students from every sector: municipal centers, development towns, moshavim and kibbutzim, the secular and the religious, native born Israelis and new immigrants from the Diaspora, the Jewish and the Bedouin populations of the Negev. It also serves as a center for professional development of teachers in the field. Students earn the Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in education upon completion of their studies.
Students at Kaye study in a multicultural and multilingual environment. Courses taught in Hebrew run parallel with courses in Arabic in the Bedouin department. This rich blend of cultures reflects the ethnic composition of the Negev itself. The spirit of multiculturalism, coexistence and cooperation that exists at Kaye could serve as a model for countries in the region as well, living proof of how different cultures compliment each other when working together towards common goals.
Art Exhibitions with Oregon State University

Art can be a bridge between different cultures. The peoples of the United States and Israel share a long and colorful history of producing some of the world’s greatest art. This tradition is alive and evidenced in a number of joint exhibitions between Oregon State University in Corvallis, USA and Kaye Academic College of Education.
Dr.Rachel Kroupp, curator of the Kaye College Gallery and producer of several exhibitions, in 2002 spent a sabbatical year at Oregon State University, where she first developed these important cultural connections and paved the way to fruitful cooperation between these two institutions. The two presidents of these two institutions, decided to develop an educational, cultural and artistic connection out of the desire to have each of the two cultures come to know the other. Since then there have been joint exhibitions and educational research.
An exhibit of Israeli artists, entitled "Eight Immigrant Artists who Made Aliyah to Israel," was presented at Oregon State University. The artists: Gary Goldshtein, Shulamit Davidovicz, Khader Oshah, Tuvia Hezkiahu, Dmitry Yoxefovich, Maya Cohen Levy, Oliver Neumann, and  Margalit Shelly, all work within the framework of Kaye College, and have immigrated to Israel from all corners of the world.
The works that were presented in the exhibition revealed the artists' sources of inspiration, which reflected the different cultures of their countries of origin.  Dr. Rachel Kroupp, curator of this exhibit, states that multiculturalism is one of the basic values of artistic and cultural endeavor in the gallery.  In her view, the creations express a pluralistic artistic tendency, in style, technique and messages, that continues to spread all over the world. 
Simultaneously, the works of five American artists, members of the staff of Oregon State University: Kay Campbell, Claudia Cave, Yuji Hiratsuka, Chang- ae-Song and Anthony Weir, were presented at Kaye College.  This exhibit, entitled "Sources of Inspiration: Celebrating Diverse Views," was also based on the idea of creations of artists working with a great variety of modes of expression, messages and styles, influenced by the culture, the landscape and the memories of their birthplace.  
The idea of an exchange of exhibitions between the two institutions was pioneered Dr. Rachel Kroupp, and Mr. Kent Sumner, from Oregon State. Both believe in the idea of reciprocal multiculturalism between the two peoples.  Each strongly believes in the power of art to transcend cultural differences and to build bridges between communities. In the words of Mr. Sumner, "Art can be a doorway to understanding in our diverse culture.  It is more important than ever before that we see clearly, that we listen sharply, and that we perceive with sensitivity.  These qualities are not only more desirable, but even necessary, if we intend to work together." 
The opening of the exhibition of Oregon artists at Kaye College, took place in a spirit of multiculturalism. Representative of the Public Affairs Office of the US Embassy, Ms. Liliy Obadiah, Dr. Yael Harel, National Coordinator of ASPnet Israel, and Mr. Ishay Avital, Executive Director of the Beer-Sheva Foundation spoke at the opening.  The President of the College, Prof. Shlomo Back, opened the ceremony by welcoming all those who came to the exhibition.  He emphasized the importance of the connection between Oregon State University and Kaye College, presented the multicultural idea as a humanist value, and praised those who worked to make the exhibit a reality.  
Mr. Roger Webb, Deputy Cultural Attache of the U.S. Embassy said, "I would like to congratulate you on this excellent project. Kaye College is an example of a college promoting multi-culturalism. The collaboration of Kaye College and Oregon State University in the form of exhibitions is a forum to exchange views and values in our two cultures. This kind of cultural exchange helps strengthen the friendship and cultural connections between the U.S. and Israel.
(To Hedva Please align the following on the left, single spaced as in English. I cannot do it EL)

merican and Israeli Children Draw their Leisure Time Activities
A
The current exhibition which is being presented in the Kaye College Gallery, deals with.children's drawings of their leisure time in the United States and Israel
 Research was undertaken at Oregon State University by Kent Sumner and Nell O’Malley  and by a researcher from Kaye Academic College, Beer-Sheva, Israel, and Dr. Rachel Kroupp.  
This exhibition was presented at Oregon State University in the US, and then traveled to the exhibition walls of an international conference held in Portugal, and is now being exhibited in our College, in Beer Sheva, Israel. 
The exhibit constitutes an important example of  realization in the interdisciplinary sphere and the value of multi-culturalism in  
the sphere of art,
on two different countries, the US and Israel. window'The exhibition opens a 
  Multi-cultural value is also expressed in the fact that researchers from two different cultures – the U.S. and Israel – have joined together to undertake joint research and to mount a shared exhibit.  
The exhibition was opened by Prof. Shlomo Back, College President in the presence of Mr. Efraim Cohen, Cultural Attache of the U.S. Embassy.
Lecturers and students of the college took part at the opening, school principals, pupil                representatives that were part of the research, home teachers, teachers of art and artists from the southern region.
The current exhibition, which constitutes another link in the chain of our connections with Oregon State University, will become a basis for continuing the beautiful and important activity that has developed between our two educational institutions.
Uruguayan Art Exhibition

At the beginning of April, an exhibit of the Uruguyan artist Cecilia Matos was officially opened by the Ambassador of Uruguay, Mr. Alfredo Casas at Kaye College Gallery. Cecilia Matos' exhibit entitled, "Must Go On" was presented in cooperation with the Organization for the Acquaintance with the Culture of Uruguay, under the sponsorship of the Uruguayan Embassy in Israel. Ms. Aida Stoler served as liaison between the organization and the Uruguyan Embassy in Israel. Dr. Erga Heller was the curator of the exhibit. 
At the festive opening, the Ambassador Mr. Alfredo Casas said: "I am proud to be here.  When I am asked how art is connected to diplomacy, I always answer that art is an aspect of culture, and culture expresses periods of peace, which is connected to diplomacy.  The embassy acts to promote art, and we do this with real pleasure in a multi-cultural place like Israel."
In May, Cecilia Matos was the honored guest speaker at a special study day of the Art Department. Featured as well in the Study Day was Spanish-Hebrew translator and writer Mr. Yoram Melcer who delivered a lecture on Women in Uruguayan Literature. Also on the theme of women, Israeli fine artist Ms. Hava Raucher exhibited her latest works, a series of large-scale paintings entitled "Portraits of Ethiopian Girls". The closing lecture was delivered by Dr. Erga Heller, Head of the Art Department, who spoke about women artists from the Renaissance until the present day.  
The American Educational Research Association

The Jewish – Arab Co-existence Program at Kaye College was presented at the annual conference of the American Educational Research Association in Montreal, Canada. The AERA is an international professional organization whose primary goal is to advance educational research and its practical applications.
The subject of the conference was Demography and Democracy in the Era of Accountability. More than 12,000 educational researchers from 53 countries attended almost 2000 presentations. The focus was on three main topics: diversity, accountability and democracy.
A delegation from Kaye College received a special invitation from the SIG (Special Interest Group) on Chaos and Complexity. The four members of our delegation were Prof. Shlomo Back, Ms. Miriam Schildkraut, Mr. Mueen Faharaladin and Dr. Shoshana Steinberg.
Prof. William Dolle wrote in the SIG Spring Newsletter: “Our Invited Presentation this year will have a different thrust, one most timely. Dr. Shlomo Back of Kaye College in Beer-Sheva, Israel will present work in the Negev over the past decades in bringing together Jews and Arabs in a teacher education co-existence program. Creating a community where ‘respect, tolerance, honesty and trust are not only valued but lived, is one of the goals of Kaye College’. Dr. Back, in addition to being an administrator is also a scholar with a strong background in western intellectual thought. We are most fortunate to have him with us. I am certain all attending will find listening to and conversing with Dr. Back a rewarding experience.”
After Prof. Back introduced the session, each of the four representatives of our college presented a different means of promoting Jewish-Arab co-existence. Miriam Schildkraut presented data from a quantifying research pertaining to a change in the perceptions of "self" and "other" among the Jewish and Arab participants of the co-existence project. The presentation included comparative data collected in three different groups, and conclusions drawn from it. Mueen presented the quite surprising outcome of the contribution of uni-national group's co-coexistence. In the end of the course on democracy, in which only Bedouin students participated, the students spoke as individuals rather than a collective. They could see the differences between the members of the group while recognizing similarities between them and the Jews. Dr. Shoshana Steinberg described the Spoken Arabic Project: teaching Jewish students Arabic and qualifying Arab students as teachers of Arabic as a second language. The experience of Arab students tutoring Jewish students on a one-to-one basis resulted in attitude changes toward the other among both groups. 
Prof. William Doll wrote to Prof. Shlomo Back after the conference: “It was our pleasure having you and your colleagues. One of our exciting meetings”.Prof. Sarah Smitherman wrote: “You and your colleagues gave all of us some important issues to consider, and I think your session generated a lot of conversation. Words from your session still linger in my mind, and I hope to use some of your comments in my own work (giving credit to you, of course!). Thank you so much for presenting to our SIG”.
The delegation members thus made an important contribution to furthering the work of the AERA in area of professional application of values needed in a democratic society. For all of Kaye College participants the AERA Conference was an instructive and stimulating experience. They had a wonderful opportunity to meet colleagues, exchange information and ideas, and make contacts that may lead to future cooperation. Discussions begun at roundtable meetings are continuing via e-mail.
Visit from Nova South Eastern University

In May, masters and doctoral students from the Department of Conflict Analysis and Resolution, Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, Florida visited Kaye College. Six men and women, who come from Germany, Switzerland, and Sudan, are participating in a unique course entitled "Society, Culture and Conflict in the Negev”. The course, designed and led Dr. Julia Chaitin, a faculty member at DCAR/NSU and a member of Kibbutz Urim in the Negev combines theory, research and praxis.

At Kaye, the students met with the president of the college, Prof. Shlomo Back, who gave an overview of the college and its programs. The Israeli students were frank and candid in their discussion of the problems of co-existence among Jews and Arabs in the country, in general, and about their relationships and experiences at Kaye College, in particular. The American students found the dialogue to be very open and honest, direct and emotional. The students’ remarks left a very strong impression on the NSU students. The discussion continued well into the night. In the words of Shlomi Bar-Yossef, a college student, “We spoke of love and hate, war and peace, and we showed our new friends that there is no such thing as right or wrong in our conflict or in any other conflict.”

The visit to Kaye College and meeting with the students was one of the first activities of the course - and it was a powerful one. The DCAR/NSU students were grateful for this opportunity to meet educators and students at Kaye College working toward co-existence in Israel, and learned much about the complexities of the conflict between Arabs and Jews. Dr. Shoshana Steinberg concluded the meeting by stating, “The visit was a first-hand learning experience. Both sides learned about diversity, its complexity, difficulties and advantages and the challenges facing multicultural society in Israel.”

Education in The Negev

The college initiates and implements numerous projects, which directly affect the education of the Negev's school children. In its daily operations, Kaye College of Education serves as an example of combined Jewish – Arab Bedouin educational system, as a perfect example of co-existence in reality. These activities of promoting educational and cultural exchange, enrichment of multicultural education and co-existence projects play an important role in shaping the future generation in the Negev and beyond. 

IN LOVE WITH THE UN

Dr. Esther Lucas

The League of Nations

My interest in international affairs started when I joined the League of Nations Union as a junior member at school. I still have my membership card dated November 1929, as well as the badge of the League of Nations Union. With the Union, I went on a school trip to the League in Geneva in the summer of 1935, when The Palais des Nations was being built. Mussolini had just invaded Abyssinia, and I heard Salvador de Madariaga, Spain’s chief representative to the League, inveigh against the dictator and recommend sanctions against Italy, unfortunately without success. Ethiopia became Italian, and Emperor Haile Selassie was forced to flee to Britain where I had the fortune to hear him speak at a literary luncheon in London. 

The Preparatory Commission of the United Nations

In January 1945, to my great delight, I was seconded from the British Foreign Office where I had been working during WW2, to the Preparatory Commission of the UN that took place in London. I was officially called a Documents Officer, but some of my work came under the heading of conference planning as everything was in its very early stages. Things were primitive by today’s standards. Secretaries took down speeches in shorthand. The pages were taken to the typing pool and then run off on Gestetner machines. The collation of documents was done by hand. When there was a rush to get the documents out, we the ‘officers’ would help with collating. We took the documents to the Foreign Office by taxi for distribution. Supervising this, was part of my job, and we worked nights to make sure the documents were available for the delegates the following morning. 

Years later when I was in New York for an International Schools Association meeting, one of the many occasions on which I visited the UN, Joseph Verner Reed, Under-Secretary- General asked me to speak of my experiences at the Preparatory Commission, and gave me, as a souvenir, some photos and a book of instructions for the production of UN documents today. They are now translated into all the official languages, In London only some were translated into French or Spanish.

On January 10, and on January 17 1946, the first General Assembly, and the first Security Council took place at Central Hall Westminster. Lots were drawn for those of the staff who could be there. I was lucky. People have asked me what happened at these historic events. As far as I remember it was mostly procedure. Trygve Lie of Norway was appointed first Secretary General of the UN, and I remember seeing Mrs Roosevelt and Stettinius(USA) there, and other delegates representing the Allied states of WW2. Gromyko I saw quite often in Church House were we met, and I sometimes found myself going up in the lift with him. We never exchanged a word, not even a smile.

Gladwyn Jebb of GB headed the UN Preparatory commission and his private secretary was Brian Urquhart who later worked on the Palestine Israel problem in New York. Though he actually came to Israel for his work, I unfortunately never managed to see him again. We did however correspond. In his autobiography, A Life in Peace and War, he begins by writing how he felt when he came straight from Oxford and six years of war to the Preparatory Commission of the UN. “To work for peace was a dream fulfilled and the fact that everything had to be organized from scratch was an additional incentive. Nothing seemed too much trouble and no hours too long”.  Later he says “I have often wondered whether in 1945 we were exceptionally naive in the company of many others who believed in the possibility of organizing a peaceful and just world”. I could echo these remarks.

In January 1996, I attended a celebration at the Central Hall Westminster in London to commemorate the First General Assembly. Not many of the original Preparatory Commission staff were there. I have a photo of myself with Boutros Boutros-Ghali who was Secretary General of the UN. Not long ago I wrote to Shashi Tharoor who almost succeeded Kofi Anan, where I describe d my experiences in the Preparatory Commission, in his answer he said: “It is enormously inspiring in these difficult times to know that those of you who have cared for this Organization from its very beginnings are still as committed as ever to the grand causes it was designed to promote, and to the work that it does. Your observation about the difficulty many people have in distinguishing the United Nations Secretariat from the Member States is very acute. In my public speaking, I try very hard to make clear to my audiences that the UN is both an actor and a stage, and that neither the failings of the stage nor of the play can realistically be blamed on the performers”
WHO Preparatoy Commission Paris 

In the spring of 1946, The Preparatory Commission of the World Health Organization was set up in Paris. I was sent as a documents officer. The occupation had just ended. People in Paris were generally in a good mood, but economically they were in a bad way. Francs could buy very little, and there was very little to be bought. We had dollars, which enabled us to have quite fancy meals in special restaurants. (I had a similar experience in East Berlin years later) We were invited to cocktail parties organized by the embassies of the delegation members. I was not important enough to have been invited to cocktail parties in London. I still have the invitations I received I visited. At the Soviet Embassy where they had a propaganda exhibition, they tried to persuade me to ‘go back’ to the country of my parents’ birth. Everything would be fine. I politely declined. 

The United Nations Special Commission on Palestine UNSCOP

In 1947, while I was still in kibbutz Kfar Blum, I again had contact with the United Nations. I got a message from Walter Eitan, who was working in the Political Department of the Jewish Agency, the embryo Israel foreign office. Delegates of UNSCOP, the UN Special Committee on Palestine, were due to arrive, and as I had known some of them when I was working for the UN Preparatory Commission in London, Walter asked me to work in his office and do liaison work with them. While the delegates were here, I was invited to receptions and travelled with them on their tour of the Negev and the newly founded Kibbutz Revivim. At the opening session at the YMCA I heard Moshe Shertok (Sharrett), Head of the Jewish Agency Political Department, give a lively and forceful address. We had become friends ever since I had met him at Zionist meetings in London. I also met Abba Even, who became our Ambassador to the UN and whom I had known when we were both students. I even had a chance to talk to David Ben Gurion. My encounter with Ben Gurion was extremely brief, although his room was near to mine. One day, he called me to his office. ‘Can you do shorthand’? he asked me. ‘No’, I replied. ‘They told me you couldn’t’, he said, ‘but I wanted to find out for myself’!

UN Day at Governmment House

When my son was doing liaison between the Israel army and foreign troops, I got to know some of the heads of the UN forces, and so was invited to celebrate UN Day on 23 October at UN Headquarters in Government House that I had known in Mandatory times. I had a photograph taken beside a UN flag to remind me of the days when I had worked in the UN.

The Associated Schools Project of UNESCO.

After my love affair with the UN, I had to find substitutes in Israel. They consisted of working for UNESCO and UNICEF. I had been teaching English at the High School in Herzliya for about four years, when I decided it was time for my school to join the Associated Schools Project of UNESCO. We had started exchanging albums with schools abroad, and we were immediately accepted into ASPRO as it was then called. The UNESCO Commission in the Ministry of Education headed by Hemda Zinder supported our membership and we received a certificate. We organized exhibitions, corresponded with schools and individuals abroad, took part in meetings of youth organizations in Jerusalem and had an English Newspaper which recorded our doings. The exchange of albums with schools abroad, continued for years and copies of the albums were kept in the school library. I was head of English at Harishonim School from 1957 to 1988, and have kept in touch ever since. The principal is an ex-student of mine.

While I was teaching at Tel Aviv University, we got a UNESCO grant, via Elizabeth Khawajkie, for research I did with a colleague on student attitudes. It was part of a project that involved several universities. I went to Germany and my colleague to Kenya to amass information. At the end, we were pleased to note that when asked if they would send their children to a local school if on a mission to Africa, some of our students replied in the positive.

I have helped with the Israel Middle East Model United Nations for several years as an advisor, mainly assisting students write their proposals and reports. Each year I interview Jewish and Arab students to get their opinions. Most of them find TIMEMUN a very 

worth while activity.

Apart from being Hon. President of ASPnet UNESCO in Israel I am also Editor of the Bi-annual Report, and so I get to know about the projects carried out by schools in Israel, which are described in our Reports. Whenever I was in Paris I would visit UNESCO headquarters and I kept in touch with Elizabeth Khawajki who was in charge of ASPnet from the seventies until her retirement in 2005. On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary Conference in New Zealand I wrote a rhyme about ASP which was printed in the Conference News/Infos Issue No 17 2003. 
UNICEF Education for Development

 A UN activity I have been involved in for many years is Education for Development in the Israel Committee for UNICEF, where I am also a Board member. I run a project in English classes in which students prepare portfolios about the work of UNICEF. We award Diplomas to all participants. To assist teachers I have written a UNICEF Manual with instructions and background material. I’ve signed hundreds of Student Diplomas over the last few years and have handed out diplomas to dozens of Arab and Jewish children A moving experience was a recent visit to a class of hearing impaired students in Yahud near Tel Aviv. Some of the students were Russian immigrants, so that English was a third language. They couldn’t really speak English, but had learnt to read and write. I watched them communicating in Hebrew sign language as they showed me their portfolios and I distributed diplomas.

International Schools Associaton

I am an honorary member of ISA (associated with UNESCO), which I joined many years ago. For a time my school was a member. I attended conferences all over the world, in Nigeria, Tanzania, Iran, Singapore, Spain, France, Denmark, Finland, Holland, Germany, GB, Canada, and the USA. In 1997 I received the International Humanism Award from ISA.

World Education Fellowship.

I have also attended and presented at many WEF conferences in Europe, USA, and one in Australia, and have contributed articles to their journal, the New Era in Education, where I was on the editorial board. I contributed a chapter, together with a colleague, on ‘Conflict Resolution in a Troubled Region: Developing Individuals for Interaction’ in ‘Towards a Global Community, Educating for Tomorrow’s World’, published by Springer in 2006, as the result of a global study undertaken by WEF in collaboration with UNESCO. 

The Israel Scouts

As a long time member of the Executive, I have represented Israel at conferences and seminars in many countries, including Europe, USA and India, especially those of the World Association of Girl Scouts and Girl Guides, I am also involved in the International Scout and Guide Fellowship whose President is my friend Martine Levy of Paris who represents both organizations at UNESCO.

Conferences of the Associated Schools Project ASPnet 

These are the UNESCO conferences to which I have had the honour of being Israel delegate.

Twentieth Anniversary ASP Conference Quebec, Canada 1973

In 1973 I was invited to take part in the 20th Anniversary ASP I had already been running the project in Herzliya for ten years, but was surprized when UNESCO offered to pay my fare to Quebec Canada. Not only was UNESCO generous about fares and board and lodging, they also supplied all delegates with spending money. The representatives of the Soviet Union and the iron curtain countries rushed out to the shops at the first opportunity and came back laden with warm coats and sundry bulky parcels. It was there I first learnt the procedure for international conferences. Jobs had to be divided in such away that for every Soviet bloc committee chair, for instance, there had to be a Western rapporteur, or vice versa. Israel never had a look in anywhere, until after the demise of the Soviet Union. I met people there who I was to meet again and again at UNESCO conferences. Some became very good friends. We went sight seeing, it was autumn, and the copper and gold coloured trees were unforgettable. At the conference when they told me war had broken out in Israel I didn’t believe them. Only later did I learn it was the Yom Kippur War.
Bangor Wales 1974

The following year I took part in a European UNESCO conference in Bangor, Wales. I was able to make friends with many delegates many of whom have visited Israel. One of them was Ingrid Classen Bauer from Germany, who became my ‘Doktor Mutter’, (adviser) when I did my doctorate in Lueneburg. It was after the October War that the UN equated Zionism with racism. In company with others in Israel, I stopped cooperating with UNESCO, even though they (and certainly not ASP) weren’t actually involved in the declaration. But in 1977 I got my school back into the Project and attended the Invitational Conference in New York at the UN International School, I knew many of the participants. The old ‘cold war’ rules of procedure were still in force however, so I was not elected to any conference job. This seemed to be taken for granted by everyone without any nastiness. Other countries like South Africa that still had Apartheid, were in a similar position to Israel.

French Speaking Conference in Brussels 1978

 It was at a French speaking European Seminar in Brussels in 1979 that Elizabeth Khawajkie, who was already in charge of ASP. She said to me: ‘Carry on with the good work, Esther. We don’t have anyone else in the Middle East!’ (joke!). We had discussions and played games. I remember one game involved throwing oranges at a target. They fell and became uneatable. I thought it was a waste of good food. 

Teacher Training Seminar in Espoo Finland 1980

The following year I was sent to a European Seminar on Teacher Training, in Espoo Finland. as I was doing teacher training at Tel Aviv University.  At this conference I got to know the Soviet delegate and we drank to each other’s health, and though we exchanged addresses, I heard no more from him. On the other hand I got friendly with the Bulgarian delegate and we met again three years later at the UNESCO Conference in Sofia.  My contribution to proceedings in Espoo appears in Education for International Understanding in Teacher Education, Report of the Seminar, 1980, put out by the Finnish National Commission of UNESCO, one of whose current members, Pekko Ela, is a good friend of mine. He has been to Israel twice and plans to come again.

Thirtieth Anniversary ASP Conference Sofia Bulgaria

The Conference marking the Thirtieth Anniversary of ASP was held in Sofia, Bulgaria in 1983. I was the only delegate from Israel. The German delegation that had 20 representatives agreed to look after me, so I flew to Frankfurt and then by Balkan Airlines (the food was awful, the line no longer exists as such) to Sofia. It was my first contact with a communist country. No hold ups at the airport as Bulgaria had agreed to let anyone from UNESCO enter freely. We stayed in rather primitive conditions in University dorms. Food at the university was plentiful, though shops had little to sell, apart from a few tourist shops that sold souvenirs. I used my knowledge of Russian to translate Bulgarian for delegates who couldn’t make themselves understood. 

The Bulgarian UNESCO delegate, Jordan Peev, who I had met in Finland was a university professor, showed me round the town. We stood in a long line outside the mausoleum of Georgi Dimitrov who died in 1949, till we were finally able to enter. The mausoleum has since been demolished. Jordan took me to the main Synagogue and told me how Bulgarians had not given the Jews up to the Germans. The men were just interned. The synagogue was only partly usable and there was a Jewish museum inside showing how reasonably the Bulgarians treated the Jews during the war. The person in charge was not Jewish. I was also taken to the crypt of the cathedral where there was a fantastic collection of icons. I never quite understood why I was given special treatment. I also went round a bit on my own, which is how I saw the empty shops. Transport was almost free. When I got on a bus and had no change, a passenger simply handed me a ticket. 

The Bulgarians put on shows for the delegates in the Palace of Culture where we met. One show had children riding round the stage on small bicycles. It was such a relief to see one child lose his balance and nearly fall. I hoped the faltering cyclist would not be punished. Everything else was so perfect. During singing, the woman conducting had a long cane and looked as if she was about to beat the child singers. You could feel that no one dared make a mistake. There was an evening of torch lighting and an opportunity for more communist propaganda. I visited a language school where English was being taught. Again everything seemed organized and perfect. The teacher asked the class what they would like to talk about, I felt sure it had all been arranged beforehand, as the responses did not seem spontaneous. The Bulgarians had planned everything. We were driven around in a team of buses. At every crossroad, police held up the traffic for us. In the evenings, delegates showed off their national dances. One of the slow Bulgarian ones had the exact steps of the Israeli horah. I had no difficulty in joining in.

ASP Coordinators Meeting Copenhagen Denmark

In 1984 there was a meeting of ASP Coordinators in Copenhagen. I was Israel national coordinator then. We visited UNESCO schools and I was able to talk to children in an English lesson. Johannes Bang, who I’d met before, and who later came to a UNESCO Seminar in Israel, was working in the Danish Ministry of Education and he was in charge.of the conference.  He took me to a house that had been home of Karen Blixen, who under the name of Isak Dinesen wrote ‘Out of Africa’. Her home was being made into a museum. From outside, we could see where boatloads of Jews had left for the safety of Sweden during the Nazi occupation.

.

Sonnenberg Germany

I participated towards the end of the eighties, in two UNESCO seminars organized by German UNESCO which took place in Sonnenberg, an international meeting place in Germany. In the first we developed a Handbook for the Associated Schools Project in English. I was on the editorial board and also contributed. In the second, both adults and youth met and discussed and played games to encourage international understanding. It was most enjoyable. I was amused when one of the delegates said they had sent sunflower seeds to a school in Israel because Israeli students had never seen them. I had to explain that sunflowers grew in Israel, and the kids were quite familiar with these dried seeds. I did not add that they were the forerunners of popcorn and were chewed and spat out in cinemas.  While in Sonnenberg we went to look at the East German border, manned every few hundred yards on the other side by soldiers in lookouts.  After the fall of Wall, I learnt that the no-man’s land, undisturbed as it was for so many years, had produced unusual flora and fauna. The German s were wondering what to do to preserve it under the new conditions.

ASP Youth Meeting Paris France

In 1987 I attended an ASP European Youth Meeting in Paris together with Averil Shulman of our committee, who was also at Sonneneberg. We stayed at a rather primitive youth hostel and met at UNESCO headquarters. The young people were accompanied by their teachers. The Soviet group stayed in a different building and were kept apart from the other kids. We could not talk to them. We did occasionally talk to a teacher, but mostly they were on a different wave length and we couldn’t get through to them. Only once on the Metro, when one of the Soviet teachers was on his own and not being observed, he relaxed and joined in the dancing that the other teachers initiated at midnight in the train!

Third Decennial Conference Soest Germany

The third decennial ASP Conference was held in Soest Germany. I almost didn’t attend, because the chap in charge of ASP in Israel didn’t like me. He didn’t like most people and was later ousted. He even wrote a letter to UNESCO saying that Esther Lucas in no way represented Israel ASP. Fortunately Elizabeth Khawajkie, who was in charge of ASP in Paris, wanted me to come and allowed me to be there unofficially. I stayed at a German home and not at the conference centre. Our actual delegate, Yael Harel who had been a student of mine, backed me up all the way. She is now a very efficient coordinator and won a UNESCO award for her work, as well as being included in the book of 60 outstanding women working forUNESCO. In a letter to me she thanked me for getting her involved! I feel proud.

While in Soest, one of my German UNESCO friends took me to see Wewelsberg Castle, near Paderborn, now a Youth Hostel, but in Nazi times the symbolic seat of SS power. It was built by Himmler with labour from the nearby concentration camp and was a sort of Valhalla for the SS ‘Teutonic Knights. I saw the round marble columned hall and the decorated centre where the oak table had stood. The concentration camp had been set up mainly for communists and other unwanted persons, not especially for Jews. I went away wondering what Germany would have looked like if Hitler had not been defeated, and Teutonic Knights had held sway.

ASP European Seminar  Israel 1989

Through UNESCO I got to know teachers from all over the world, and in 1989 I organized a European seminar at Hadassim boarding school. It was shortly before the fall of communism. A delegate from Bulgaria and one from Poland attended: Roumiana is still working in Rousse, but Anunciata married the head of UNESCO in Switzerland and now lives in Berne. Other delegates came from Western Europe and there was one from Canada. I have maintained contact with most of them, particularly Uta Forstat from Germany who has attended other UNESCO meetings in Israel. There were discussions and tours for the delegates of the seminar, and everyone danced the horah. 

ASP Seminar Bet Berl Israel 2002 

We had another ASP Seminar in Israel, but I was not the organizer. I attended, and as usual, enjoyed meeting all the delegates. We visited Arab towns and schools in the Triangle where we were hosted with the usual Arab hospitality. I was able one evening to entertain some of the delegates at my home, including Elizabeth Khawajkie of Paris headquarters. There will be another conference in February 2007 and I’m on the planning committee. This marks over forty years activity on my part in the Associated Schools Project of UNESCO.

RECOGNITION - AWARDS

Yael Harel, Aviva Shulman, EstherLucas.

1. Dr. Yael Harel honoured in the Book Marking 60 Years of UNESCO 

On 8 November 2006, the book 60 Women Contributing to the 60 Years of UNESCO was launched at UNESCO headquarters in Paris. Dr Yael Harel our National Coordinator was chosen to appear in this book. Of the 60 UNESCO women selected, Yael was the only representative of the ASP in 129 countries. A long description of Yale’s work for ASPnet over the years appears in the book. She received a phone call from Sigried Niedermeyer in Paris congratulating her. Reports appeared in the local press and she was interviewed on the radio.

The following is Yael’s brief bioghraphy in the book: 
Yael Harel  National Coordinator of UNESCO Associated Schools Project (1996- )

Dr. Yael Harel was head of Beit Berl English Department from 1989 to 1994, In 1996 she was Convenor of the First European National Coordinators Conference in Beit Berl, and was also appointed Israel’s ASPnet National Coordinator. In 1997 she was awarded the UNESCO Outstanding National Coordinator (ONC) award. She was appointed Chair of the UNESCO Chair for Multiculturalism in Teacher Training in Bet Berl in 2004.

2. Dr. Esther Lucas Lifetime Achievement Award

In December 2004, Esther Lucas, Honorary President ASPnet Israel, and Board member of ETAI, the English Teachers’ Association of Israel, received the Lifetime Achievement Award from ETAI, for exceptional contributions as a teacher and colleague, promoting the use of English as a bridge to peace.

3. Aviva Shulman Outstanding Educators’ Award

In September 2005, Aviva Shulman English teacher and ASPnet representative at HAYOVEL High School in Herzliya was awarded the Outstanding Educators’ Award for her contribution to education in the Tel Aviv District. Here she is in the photograph with Ms. Yael German, the Mayor of Herzliya and Ms. Orly Freeman, head of the Tel Aviv District Education Department.
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